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UVA professors and my RMC colleagues in
the audience. I hope they left their grade
books at home, and focus instead on how
much I appreciate their support here today.

I have often thought it appropriate that as
Jim and I embarked on this course in the po-
litical world, that a large part of my teach-
ing at RMC included epic poetry—the Odys-
sey of Homer, and the Aeneid of Virgil. For
our course has surely been an Odyssey. On
my journey I have seen rosy fingered Dawn
on early morning campaign trips—I have
seen the wine-dark sea of the Chesapeake
Bay—and even some of the political meet-
ings were reminiscent of the great quarrel
between Achilles and Agamemnon.

But just as the journey of Odysseus didn’t
really end when he reached Ithaca, nor the
journey of Aeneas end with his arrival in
Italy, our journey is not over, but just begin-
ning. The work of accomplishment will start
this Saturday. And while Jim has the legacy
of Virginia’s great Governors to follow and
well-defined Constitutional responsibility to
uphold, there are no guidebooks or defined
rules to mark the path of a First Lady.
Today I want to share with you some of my
plans for the next four years.

Much news has been made of the fact that
I will continue to work part-time as a profes-
sor of classics. The attention has quite
frankly surprised me. During our 20 years of
marriage, I have worked full-time, some-
times not at all, and part-time. I now work
part-time and will continue to teach while
Jim is Governor.

I never viewed the fact that I would teach
as a decision. To both Jim and me, my con-
tinuing to teach was never a question. He re-
alizes that teaching is not really a job to me,
it is my passion. It is an important part of
my life, and Jim’s understanding this and
supporting it have meant much to me over
these past years.

We of course will continue to be partners
in our responsibilities of parenthood. On
many occasions Jim has been the one who
got up early and prepared Jay and Ashton for
school as I traveled or left for school early.
We support each other in our goals. And in
doing this we are just a typical Virginia fam-
ily, and we will continue on this path. We
will approach life in the Governor’s mansion
in the same manner we have approached life
throughout our marriage. We will draw
strength from each other and put a priority
on time to spend with Jay and Ashton.

But I also approach this new period in my
life as an opportunity. A First Lady has a
public platform that can put the spotlight on
ideas and efforts deserving greater aware-
ness. Many Virginians are engaged in inno-
vative approaches to problems and their suc-
cesses go unnoticed. As First Lady I can help
bring attention to these innovations and
share these ideas with the rest of Virginia.

But my roll will not be that of making pol-
icy. Jim has that burden on his shoulders.
My time and energy outside of being a wife,
mother, part-time teacher will be focused on
education, history, and tourism.

As a teacher it will not surprise anyone
that I have many ideas about ways to en-
hance education in Virginia. For example, I
would like to encourage schools to utilize
the incredible knowledge and experience
that our experienced professionals can share
with our young people. We have many Vir-
ginians who travel the nation and the world
sharing their life experiences with various
audiences. These same Virginians would
gladly spend time in Virginia classrooms
where their practical, real-world knowledge
would give an added dimension to the edu-
cational experience of our youth. I hope to
inspire our schools of higher education and
our Virginia professional workforce to join
in partnership with our secondary schools

for the benefit of young people across the
state. Programs of cooperation similar to
that I witnessed at Randolph-Macon where
students from Hanover schools who perhaps
had no experience with a college or higher
education, were invited to RMC to visit
classrooms and laboratories and the cafe-
teria to see fist hand activities that some of
us take for granted. As we enter the 21st cen-
tury inspiring our youth to reach their full
potential should be our first goal.

Though my degrees are in ancient history,
I have always had a fascination and love of
Virginia’s rich history, and both Jim and I
believe that the unmatched historic offer-
ings of Virginia should be the cornerstone of
promoting tourism in Virginia. While many
states try to compete with Virginia’s incred-
ible beaches, golf courses, mountains and
parks, no other state can rival the historic
jewels that the Commonwealth offers. Stud-
ies show that parents try to plan vacations
that are both educational and fun—what bet-
ter place to visit than Virginia where both
abound. We should also encourage more Vir-
ginians to vacation in Virginia, and then, as
they travel outside of the Commonwealth,
they can be ambassadors for our own unique
treasures.

These are just a few of the plans that I
have considered for our ongoing Odyssey.
But I know also from my studies that life
brings unexpected adventures and opportuni-
ties, and I hope that I can use these unex-
pected opportunities to serve all Virginians.

Jim and I will work hard for the families of
Virginia and will continue to recognize the
honor that it is to serve the people of Vir-
ginia. We have the same hopes and dreams
that you have for your children. It is our
dream that this Odyssey will bring them a
Virginia even better than it is today.

Thank you.∑
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TRIBUTE TO BELLA ABZUG

∑ Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise
today to sadly acknowledge the passing
of a friend, former colleague, and one
of the most passionate, committed, and
colorful individuals that the Congress
and this country has ever known: Bella
Abzug.

Many people view 1920 as one of the
most important years in the history of
women in America, not only because it
was the year that women finally gained
the right to vote, but also because it’s
the year that Bella Abzug was born.

When we think of the struggle for
women’s equality in this country, one
of the first images that comes to mind
is that of Bella Abzug’s wide-brimmed
hat bobbing up and down at some
march or rally. Through her flamboy-
ant personality, she truly became an
icon and a giant in the American and
worldwide political landscape.

Bella Abzug was a trailblazer. She
graduated from law school at a time
when only 2 percent of all lawyers were
women. She was the first Jewish
woman ever elected to Congress and
one of only 12 women in the House
when she was elected.

She helped pave the way for other
women in Congress and in all walks of
life. In fact, just the other day, my
good friend and colleague from Con-
necticut, BARBARA KENNELLY, spoke on
the House floor about how Bella Abzug
inspired her to run for Congress. One
can only imagine how many other

women took a chance and sought to
achieve great things because they were
inspired by Bella Abzug.

An important thing to note about
Bella is that her work was by no means
limited to the cause of women’s equal-
ity. Her titles ranged from civil rights
lawyer to anti-war activist, just to
name a few. Just three years out of law
school, she went to Mississippi and
weathered threats from white-suprema-
cist groups to defend a black man in a
highly contentious trial. In the 1950s,
she shouted down former Senator Jo-
seph McCarthy’s anti-communist witch
hunts. On her first day as a Congress-
woman, she introduced a resolution to
withdraw all U.S. troops from South-
east Asia. In 1975, she introduced legis-
lation in Congress to prohibit discrimi-
nation against homosexuals. Bella
Abzug was committed to eradicating
all forms of injustice in this country
and around the world. Hers was not
solely the cause of women; hers was
the cause she believed to be right and
believed to be just.

I was fortunate to see a side of Bella
Abzug that most people never saw. I
served in the House with Bella during
her last term, and I came to know her
as a person of great kindness. Beneath
the persona of a blustery and irascible
New York City politician was a woman
of great decency and warmth. While we
only served together for one term, I
have had numerous occasions over the
years to visit with Bella, and I truly
appreciated her kindness and her
friendship. Bella Abzug was truly one
of a kind, and she will be dearly missed
by friends, family, and those whose
causes she championed over the years.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO EMORY L. MELTON

∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President, on Sunday,
April 19, 1998, a new math, science and
business classroom building on the
campus of Southwest Missouri State
University-West Plains campus
(SMSU), will be dedicated to former
State Senator Emory L. Melton.
Emory, a long time friend, has done
much to help my home State of Mis-
souri.

Elected to the State Senate in 1972,
Emory had no opposition five of the six
times he ran, which is a State record.
Originally, he involved himself in poli-
tics because of a strong feeling that the
State government was growing much
too quickly. As a Senator, he was
known for reading every bill that came
to the Senate floor and could point out
even the slightest of errors. Many of
his colleagues felt him to be one of the
truest fiscal conservatives ever to
serve in the Senate. I had the pleasure
of witnessing his great leadership while
serving my two terms as Governor.

Before his service to the State Sen-
ate, Emory was the Barry County pros-
ecuting attorney and a newspaper pub-
lisher in Cassville, Missouri. He served
as Missouri Tourism Commission chair
for many years. Emory received the St.
Louis Globe-Democrat award for public
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